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The revered kingdom of Maryada 
Purushottam Shri Ram, Ayodhya is a 
spiritual, mythological, and cultural hub. 
The Ram Mandir at Ayodhya stands 
as a symbol of unity, faith, and 
reverence for millions of devotees and 
has become a focal point for spiritual 
tourism in India. The temple’s 
architecture is inspired by traditional 
Indian temple design, featuring intricate 
carvings and sculptures that depict 
scenes from the epic Ramayana.
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Deepotsav, celebrated in Ayodhya, is a 
grand festival that illuminates the city 
with thousands of earthen lamps (diyas) 
to commemorate the return of Lord 
Ram, Sita, and Lakshman to Ayodhya 
after 14 years of exile. The entire city is 
adorned with lights, and the banks of 
the Sarayu River come alive with a 
magnificent display of lamps, creating a 
mesmerizing sight. Deepotsav not only 
celebrates the triumph of good over evil 
but also showcases the rich cultural 
heritage of Ayodhya.
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Ayodhya boasts an impressive array of 
wall murals that vividly depict scenes 
from the life of Lord Ram and the epic 
Ramayana. These murals, adorning the 
walls of temples, public buildings, and 
other structures across the city, serve 
as a visual chronicle of the timeless 
saga of Lord Rama’s journey, his 
triumphs, and his trials as depicted in 
the ancient epic.
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The Saryu Ghat in Ayodhya is a revered 
and sacred riverbank located along the 
banks of the Saryu River. It holds 
immense religious significance, 
particularly due to its association with 
the life and legends of Lord Ram, who is 
believed to have spent a significant 
portion of his life in Ayodhya. The ghat is 
a place of pilgrimage and is frequented 
by devotees who come to take holy dips 
in the river as part of their religious 
rituals.
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Ram ki Paidi is a revered bathing ghat 
located on the banks of the Saryu River 
in Ayodhya. Devotees believe that Lord 
Ram, along with his wife Sita and 
brother Lakshmana, used this ghat to 
bathe during their stay in Ayodhya. Its 
serene surroundings and association 
with the epic Ramayana make it a place 
of pilgrimage and a symbol of the  
deep-rooted cultural and spiritual 
heritage of Ayodhya.
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In January 2024, the Pran Pratishtha 
ceremony of the Ram Mandir in 
Ayodhya signified the culmination of a 
historic event. The ceremony, which 
took place amidst great spiritual fervour 
and enthusiasm, marked the formal 
consecration of the temple and the 
installation of the deity, Lord Ram. The 
ceremony was conducted with 
traditional rituals and chants, creating a 
deeply spiritual atmosphere.
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The architecture of the Ram Temple 
in Ayodhya reflects a blend of styles 
from various periods in Indian history. 
The temple is characterized by its 
grandeur and intricate detailing, 
featuring elements such as shikhara 
(tower), mandapa (pillared hall), and 
garbhagriha (sanctum sanctorum). The 
temple’s design incorporates intricate 
carvings and sculptures depicting 
scenes from the Ramayana.
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The beautification of Ayodhya has 
been a significant endeavour, aiming to 
enhance the city’s aesthetic appeal and 
cultural significance. As part of this 
effort, the city has been adorned with 
various elements that celebrate its 
heritage and spirituality. One notable 
feature is the installation of sun-shaped 
lamp posts, which not only serve as 
functional lighting but also symbolize 
the city’s connection to Lord Ram.
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The aarti on the banks of the Saryu 
River is a timeless tradition that 
continues to draw visitors and devotees 
seeking a profound spiritual experience 
in Ayodhya. The ceremony is a symbol 
of devotion and gratitude, as well as a 
way for devotees to connect with their 
faith and seek blessings from the 
divine.
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Deepotsav in Ayodhya is not just a 
festival of lights but also holds the 
Guinness World Record for the largest 
display of oil lamps. The festival has 
gained international attention for its 
grandeur and has become a significant 
event on the cultural calendar of India. 
During Deepotsav, the entire city is 
illuminated with millions of diyas, 
creating a spectacular sight that is 
unmatched in its beauty and splendour.
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Ayodhya in 1785 as seen from river 
Ghaghara  — This painting is from 
William Hodges’ book ‘Select Views of 
India’. Hodges visited the ancient city of 
Ayodhya, then known as Oudh, at the 
end of 1783. This view shows the 
Lakshman Ghat on the banks of the 
Ghaghara (Saryu) River. 
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Maharishi Valmiki International 
Airport in Ayodhya is a significant 
addition to the region’s transportation 
infrastructure. Named after the revered 
sage Valmiki, the airport serves as a 
crucial gateway for both domestic and 
international travelers visiting Ayodhya. 
Its modern facilities and infrastructure 
are designed to accommodate the 
growing number of tourists and pilgrims 
visiting Ayodhya, contributing to the 
region’s economic development and 
tourism industry.
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