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Dhan Singh Kotwal

Dhan Singh Gurjar, also known as Dhunna Singh, was the Indian Kotwal (police chief) of Meerut who
participated in the 1857 rebellion and led initial actions against the British East India Company in the city. As the
Kotwal of the city, Dhan Singh's job was to protect the city. However, many of his officers deserted his force on that
day, either to join the rebellion or to escape the rebels' fury. Dhan Singh also with several other policemen later
deserted the police force (kotwali). He is believed to have led thousands of villagers from all across the Meerut
district to the city's jail. According to the official records, the rebels released 839 prisoners from the jail. These
prisoners were among the rebels who participated in the siege of Delhi.
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Virangana Uda Devi

Uda Devi was a warrior in the Indian Rebellion of 1857, who fought against the British East India
Company. While upper caste histories highlight the resistance and contributions of upper caste
heroines like Jhansi Rani, the reality was that the battles for independence from British colonial rule
also featured Dalit resistance fighters like Devi. Devi and other female Dalit participants are today
remembered as the warriors or “Dalit Veeranganas” of the 1857 Indian Rebellion. When the British
attacked Awadh, both Uda Devi and her husband were part of the armed resistance. When she heard
that her husband had died in the battle, she unleashed her final campaign in full force.
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Rajendra Nath Lahiri

Rajendra Nath Lahiri (29 June 1901 — 17 December 1927), known simply as Rajendra Lahiri, was an
Indian revolutionary, who was a mastermind behind the Kakori conspiracy and Dakshineshwar bombing. He
was an active member of Hindustan Republican Association aimed at ousting the British from India. He was
arrested and tried in the bomb case of Dakshineshwar in Bengal and sent to jail for ten years of rigorous
imprisonment. When the legal proceedings started in Lucknow for the train robbery, he was also included in
the Kakori conspiracry case and tried with several other revolutionaries. He was found guilty after a long
trial and was hanged in the Gonda District jail on 17 December 1927, two days before the scheduled date,
along with Thakur Roshan Singh, Ashfaq Ullah and Ram Prasad Bismil.
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"We walked through fifty-two districts — barefoot... We would tell the villagers about freedom.... They were
longing for freedom, a fire was burning in their hearts!"-Jaggi Devi. Jaggi Devi's story of courage blossomed in
the midst of famine, epidemic and penury. Jaggi, popularly known as 'Mata', was born in 1917 in a peasant
family. She was a Kurmi lady married at the age of 12 years to a Brahmin peasant leader, Baba Ramchandra.
One of their marriage rituals constituted a pledge to serve the country. She played a leading role in the peasant
movement in Avadh against the draconian exactions and rack-renting by landlord and their British patrons. She
led the women of Kisanin Sabhas into Satyagraha and steered them to conquer their fears. Together they fought
against the inhuman practice of eviction of the wife and children of dead tenants from their land; exaction of
levies like 'motorwan' for maintenance of cars by landlords. She also contributed towards, 'nai-dhobi-band' or the
strike of menial services and 'panchayati cow' proposed by the Kisanin Sabha, to provide milk to children.
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Durgavati Devi

Durgavati Devi (7 October 1907 — 15 October 1999; born into Gujarati Brahmin family in
Allahabad) popularly known as Durga Bhabhi, was an Indian revolutionary and freedom fighter. She
was one of the few women revolutionaries who actively participated in armed revolution against the
ruling British Raj. She is best known for having accompanied Bhagat Singh on the train journey in which
he made his escape in disguise after the killing of John P. Saunders. She was the wife of a Hindustan
Socialist Republican Association (HSRA) member, Bhagwati Charan Vohra. Members of HSRA
referred to her as Bhabhi (elder brother's wife) and became popular as "Durga Bhabhi" in Indian
revolutionary circles.
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Raja Mahendra Pratap Singh

Raja Mahendra Pratap Singh (1 December 1886 — 29 April 1979) was an Indian freedom
fighter, journalist, writer, revolutionary, President in the Provisional Government of India, which
served as the Indian Government in exile during World War | from Kabul in 1915, and social
reformist in the Republic of India. He also formed the Executive Board of India in Japanin 1940
during the Second World War. He also took part in the Balkan War in the year 1911 along with
his fellow students of MAO college. He is popularly known as "Aryan Peshwa".
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Chittu Pandey

Chittu Pandey (10 May 1895 — 6 December 1946), popularly referred to as the Sher-e Ballia
was an Indian Independence activist and revolutionary. Pandey was born in Rattuchak, a village
in Ballia District of Uttar Pradesh in a Brahmin family. A distinguished independence activist, he
led the Quit India Movement in Ballia; described as the "Tiger of Ballia" by Jawaharlal Nehru
and Subhash Chandra Bose.
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Jhalkaribai

Jhalkaribai (22 November 1830 —4 April 1858) was a woman soldier, who played an important role
in the Indian Rebellion of 1857. She served in the women's army of Rani Lakshmibai of Jhansi. She
eventually rose to a position of a prominent advisor to the queen, Rani of Jhansi. At the height of the
siege of Jhansi, she disguised herself as the queen and fought on her behalf, on the front, allowing the
queen to escape safely out of the fort. Jhalakaribai was born to Sadova Singh and Jamunadevi on 22
November 1830 in Bhojla village in a Koli family near Jhansi. In her youth she is claimed to have stood
her ground when attacked by a tiger and killed it with an axe. Jhalkaribai bore an uncanny
resemblance to Laxmibai and because of this she was inducted into the women's wing of the army.
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Kuddum Singh was a leader of a group of Gurjars who fought against the British East India
Company during the Indian Rebellion of 1857. He was a notable Gurjar King of Parikshitgarh
and Mawana of Uttar Pradesh in the 18th Century. He was one of the powerful Gurjar Kings of
that time and fought against the British East India Company during the Indian Rebellion of 1857.
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Rana Beni Madho

Rana Beni Madho or Beni Madho Baksh Singh Bais was one of the most important leaders in the Indian
rebellion of 1857 from the Oudh region (in the present-day state of Uttar Pradesh). He belonged to the
Bais clan of Rajputs and was the ruler of the Shankarpur estate in modern-day Rae Bareli, part of the old
Baiswara region in Oudh. He led a rebellion against the British forces in 1857. Rana Beni Madho became
Rana of Shankarpur estate after the death of Rana Shiv Prasad Singh who had adopted him. He was
religious man and an ardent devotee of Goddess Durga. He was given the title of Nasim by Nawab
Waijid Ali Shah. He fought for the Nawab on many occasions and enjoyed the title of "Sirmaur Rana
Bahadur Diler jung".
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Shah Mal Singh

Sah Mal (also known as Shah Mal Singh) (1797 — 18 July 1857) was a rebel at the time of the Indian
Rebellion of 1857, based out of the village of Bijrol, Uttar Pradesh. He led the Jats of Baraut in
rebellion against the East India Company. In June 1857, Sah Mal Singh seized 500 head of cattle, and
collected escaped convicts and other locals and formed a force. On 18 July, British forces came under
attack as they approached the village of Baraut. A group of fighters led by Sah Mal took up positions
in a nearby orchard, and came under pressed attack by a Rifles unit. Hand-to-hand combat ensued,
during which Sah Mal was killed.
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Dr. Kailash Prakash

Dr. Kailash Prakash, the karamyogi of all times, was born on 17 July 1909 in Killa Parikshitgarh, Distt.
Meerut. He was born to serve his motherland. From the year 1929, dressed in ‘Hindustani Seva dal ki Vardi’
he was a true inspiration for all the youth of the country. In the year 1930, he had been sentenced to jail for
almost two and a half years. On 13 September 1963, a golden page was written in the history of Meerut,
Lala Lajpat Rai Medical College came as a blessing for the youth. Another milestone in the history of Meerut
was Chaudhary Charan Singh University. This valued contribution by Dr. Kailash Prakash saved the children
from commuting to Agra for marksheets or degrees. Next he fulfilled his cherished dream of providing a
Sports Stadium to Meerut city.
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